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November 2, 2025 
Feast of All Souls

Dear Friends in Christ,

In every age of the Church, the Lord has provided faithful shepherds—men who have offered 
their lives so that others might encounter Christ in the sacraments. Over the decades, our 
priests have baptized our children, witnessed our marriages, comforted us in times of grief, 
and nourished us with the Eucharist. 

Our parish priests have been true spiritual fathers, and as they age, it is our duty to care for 
them with the same generosity they have shown us. To meet this responsibility, our diocese 
has established the St. John Vianney Trust, an independent non-profit with the sole 
mission of caring for our senior and infirm priests in the Diocese of Bridgeport.

It is important to recognize that retirement does not end a priest’s ministry. Senior priests 
continue to celebrate Mass, hear confessions, and offer pastoral guidance wherever they are 
needed. Our diocese has more than 70 priests past retirement age, a number that is projected 
surpass 100 priests within 15 years.

Despite dramatically rising healthcare costs, our diocese is committed to providing care 
for our older priests, but we need more financial resources to do so. Your generosity will 
ensure that these faithful men, many of whom serve well into their eighties, can continue to 
minister and live their remaining years with dignity

Scripture reminds us to “honor your father and mother” (Ex 20:12), and that “kindness to a 
father will not be forgotten” (Sir 3:14). This principle certainly applies to our earthly fathers, 
but it is equally true of our spiritual fathers—our parish priests. And so I invite you to give 
generously to the Faith of Our Fathers campaign. 

Finally, please join me in praying for our beloved priests who have passed away, as well as 
those who are in the autumn of life. As their strength wanes, our support must grow stronger.

With sincere gratitude,

Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano
Bishop of Bridgeport

Learn more at vianneytrust.org


